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The world needs mangroves

Reducing wave  and height: 
13-66% in 100 meter belt, 
buffering storm surge

1-10mm/yr soil build
up, erosion control

Socio-economic resilience



But we are losing our mangroves fast



• Several hundred thousand hectares

• Boosted by the 2004 Tsunami

• Planting is popular: NGOs, government agencies, communities and private 
sector

Mangrove restoration

Source: Worldpress, 2017



Phillipines (Primavera and Esteban 2008)

• App 25.000 ha

• Survival rate 10-20%

Sri Lanka (Kodikara et al., 2017)

• 1000-1200 ha

• Survival rate 20% 

Mangrove restoration succes

So what is going wrong???



Planting in the wrong zone

Source: Jim Enright & Alfredo Quarto (MAP)



Wrong species, extreme densities

Source:  Jurgenne Primavera (ZSL)



Site conditions disturbed: acidity and salinity



Site conditions disturbed: hydrology


